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COVER LETTER.


WITHOUT PREJUDICE                                                                         10th July 2003

Ref : NCM/DC

F.T.A.O: Chief Executive Officer and / or to Whom It May Concern within your Company or Companies.
NOTIFICATION OF LEGAL ACTION
Dear Sir, 

This cover letter is to notify you and or your company or companies, of my pending legal action against the National House Building Guarantee Company Ltd ( N.H.B.G.C. Ltd ) Trading as Homebond and the Minister at the Department of the Environment ( D.O.E ) as co-defendant, and the reasons why such legal action has been taken by me. 

See the attached, 15 page letter for your perusal and that of your Designers / Architects / Engineers and of course most importantly your legal advisors. 

If you are a Homebond Member and Builder and or Developer of semi – detached / terraced type housing / apartments and or such like buildings. This cover letter directs you to a brief, for–shortened summary of the relevant and immediate parts of the main letter, which I believe should be of concern to you and / or your Company.

BUILDERS / DEVELOPERS / NON COMPLIANCE WITH OUR NATIONAL MANDATORY BUILDING AND FIRE REGULATIONS 

I refer to, any liability that may have unwittingly or otherwise been created by your company directors / staff or others. I specifically refer you to such liability that may have already been created, or that, which may arise in the near future as a result of non – compliance with our National Mandatory Building and Fire Regulations.

Whilst all of the contents within the attached 15 page letter are relevant, please note; for a quick review of the sections which may be immediately relevant to your company / companies – I refer you to page 6, through to page 15.
Note; Compliance with Our National Mandatory Building and Fire Regulations is a legal requirement, is your company in compliance with same ?
HOMEBONDS PARTY WALL FIRE STOPPING DETAIL IS NOT IN COMPLIANCE, THEREFORE HOMEBOND MEMBERS ARE NOT IN COMPLIANCE 
The party wall fire stopping as specified and illustrated in the Homebond House Building Manual Page 104, is incorrect and known not to work  / un-certifiable and is therefore not in compliance with the intent and content of Our National Mandatory Building and Fire Regulations. See suitability of materials, within our regulations. 
ARE YOU THE BUILDER / DEVELOPER IN COMPLIANCE WITH OUR NATIONAL MANDATORY BUILDING & FIRE REGULATIONS ?

Homebond states that they require their members to be in full compliance with Our National Mandatory Building and Fire Regulations. Therefore one would expect that the Homebond House Building Manual would reflect such compliance, but alas this is not the case ?  Particularly where basic but critical party wall fire stopping / protection is concerned.  In this instance I refer you to our Regulations  / Part B Fire.  

SUITABILITY

‘Proper materials’ and their suitability are defined in our regulations, as materials, which are suitable for the use for which they are intended and for the conditions in which they are to be used. ‘Suitability’ being the key word. ‘Sustainability in a fire’ should also be included.
See attached, picture depicting such fire spread as referred to in the main letter. See data sheets A1 / A2, depicting why one should not apply such fire stopping as incorrectly specified and illustrated by Homebond. 

See also, data sheets A3 / A4, (design solutions) depicting how such party wall fire stopping should be applied. For example, the Firebar Party Wall Roof Divide method incorporating structural control methods in conjunction with the relevant fire resistant materials i.e. Rock Fibre. Note; Firebar Fire Stopping Roof Divide Systems are specifically designed for use in conjunction with party walls.

Firebar Roof Divide Systems are fully tested in the configuration required and certifiable for use in conjunction with such party walls. Firebar is known state of the art, and has been for the last twenty years. All specification with regards to the fire stopping of such party walls should read, ‘Firebar Roof Divide Systems or similarly tested’.  Full fire test reports are available on request.
The issues raised by me in this letter require your urgent attention. As I have highlighted there is an inherent potential liability for your company or companies. The outcome of my legal action will confirm one way or the other where such liabilities lie.

Therefore your co-operation on this matter would be most appreciated.

Should you require any further information / assistance / explanation or technical assistance, please do not hesitate to contact the undersigned.
Yours Sincerely,
                              See enclosures :  
                                                                     Homebond party wall fire stopping detail, incorrect
Party Wall / Homebond, A1/A2 failure, A3/A4 correct

                                                     Homebond’s concerns at quick fix solutions.

______________________________         Timber Frame Houses Burned Out.

Noel C Manning  F.F.B.I.A.I     

( Author of this document / Licensor for Firebar products )
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